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SUBJECT: US MILITARY MISSION TO LIBERIA 

REF: MONROVIA 2369 

, QUOTE CONTAINED IN PARA 1 OF REFTEL IS FROM STATEMENT 
MADE BY DAS SEELYE ON MARCH 29 TO THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
AFRICA OF THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE. 

A COPY OF THE STATEMENT WAS POUCHED TO EMBASSY ON APRIL 6. 

2. AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, CURRENT LEGISLATION CALLS FOR 
THE TERMINATION OF ALL MAAG'S WORLDWIDE BY THE END OF THIS 
FISCAL YEAR UNLESS SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED BY LAW. ON 
MARCH 28, DRAFT LEGISLATION WAS PRESENTED TO CONGRESS 
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REQUESTING AUTHORITY TO ASSIGN MILITARY PERSONNEL TO 25 
NAMED COUNTRIES (INCLUDING LIBERIA) TO PERFORM SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE FUNCTIONS DURING THE PERIOD OCTOBER 1, 1977 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 1980. IF ENACTED, LIBMISH WOULD 
BE ABLE TO CONTINUE OPERATIONS FOR AT LEAST THREE ADDI- 
TIONAL YEARS. ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZATION WOULD HAVE TO 
BE OBTAINED FOR THEIR OPERATION AFTER THAT DATE. 
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3. OUR JUSTIFICATION FOR LIBERIA IS BASED LARGELY ON 

OUR DESIRE TO CARRY OUT EXISTING COMMITMENTS AND TO ALLOW 
FOR AN ORDERLY PHASE-OUT OF US ADVISORY PERSONNEL FROM 
CIVIC ACTION AND OTHER PROGRAMS IN PROGRESS. THE PHASE- 
OUT OF A SEPARATE MILITARY MISSION, WHENEVER IT MIGHT 
TAKE PLACE, DOES NOT NECESSARILY PRECLUDE THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF A SECTION WITHIN THE EMBASSY TO CARRY OUT FUTURE 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO LIBERIA. 

4. IN MEETING WITH DEFENSE MINISTER GREAVES, EMBASSY 
SHOULD INFORM HIM THAT THE USG HAS EVERY INTENTION OF 
LIVING UP TO ITS OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE EXISTING AGREEMENT, 

AND HAS IN FACT INCLUDED LIBERIA AND A GROUP OF OTHER 
COUNTRIES SINGLED OUT FOR PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT. WE 
RECOGNIZE THAT THE AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH LIBMISH IS 
ESTABLISHED HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO JANUARY 11, 1981, 

IMPLYING THAT LIBMISH WOULD REMAIN AT LEAST UNTIL THAT 
DATE. HOWEVER, EMBASSY SHOULD ALSO EXPLAIN THAT GIVEN 
EXISTING LEGISLATION, IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO EXTEND 
THE LIFE OF LIBMISH INDEFINITELY. STATEMENT OF THIS FACT, 

OF COURSE, DOES NOT CONSTITUTE FORMAL NOTIFICATION OF 
INTENTION TO TERMINATE THE AGREEMENT. ANY REDUCTIONS IN 
LIBMISH PERSONNEL SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS A LACK OF 

US COMMITMENT TO ASSISTING IN THE DEVELOPMENT AND UPGRADING 
OF THE ARMED FORCES OF LIBERIA, NOR AS A LESSENING OF OUR 
OVERALL INTEREST IN LIBERIA. 
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